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Summary

Dale A. Harris is currently Professor of Engineering Education and Executive Director of Engineering Dale
A. Harris is currently Professor of Engineering Education and Executive Director of Engineering
Professional Education at Purdue University. The Division of Engineering Professional Education offers
degree credit and professional development courses, master's degree programs, and other educational
opportunities to engineers studying both on campus and at a distance. His research interests involve the
use of high-speed networks and the internet in teaching and learning, with particular emphasis on
distance education. His teaching responsibilities include the course “Globalization and Engineering”
which examines globalization and its impact on the engineering profession from the perspectives of
history, economics, technology, innovation, and value chain management. Previously at Stanford
University, Dr. Harris served as Director of Experimental E-Learning, Consulting Professor of Electrical
Engineering, Chief Technologist for the Stanford Learning Lab, and as the founding Executive Director of
the Center for Telecommunications Research. Before joining Stanford, Dr. Harris held executive and
management positions with Pacific Bell, Bank of America, and the Department of the Army. In addition to
Purdue and Stanford, he has served on the faculties of the Harvard Medical School and the University of
Phoenix, and on the visiting faculties of the California Institute of Technology and of Hokkaido University.
Dr. Harris received his undergraduate degree from the University of Texas at Austin and his graduate
degrees from the University of California at Berkeley. He is active within several professional
organizations including the New York Academy of Sciences, the IEEE, the UCEA, the ASEE, and the
Alfred P. Sloan Consortium on Asynchronous Learning. Dr. Harris has served on the Board of Governors
of the IEEE Communications Society and as the society’s Education Director. He has consulted on
several startup ventures and previously was Chairman of the Board of LabMentors, a company providing
e-learning services supporting hands-on laboratory training over the internet.

Education
Ph.D. Electrical Engineering and Computer Science
University of California at Berkeley, 1972
M.S. Electrical Engineering and Computer Science
University of California at Berkeley, 1969
B.S. Engineering Science
University of Texas at Austin, 1968
Positions

2004-present  Executive Director, Engineering Professional Education, Purdue University
2004-present  Professor, Engineering Education, Purdue University

2001-2004 Director, Experimental E-Learning, Stanford University Center for Professional
Development

2003-2004 Visiting Professor, Hokkaido University, Sapporo, Japan

2001-2004 Chairman of the Board, LabMentors Inc.



1999-2001 Chief Technologist, Stanford University Learning Laboratory
1993-2001 Consulting Professor of Electrical Engineering, Stanford University
1991-1999 Executive Director, Stanford University Center for Telecommunications Research

1991-1993 Acting Professor of Electrical Engineering, Stanford University

1986-1991 Executive Director, Strategic Technology Division, Pacific Bell, San Ramon, CA.
1983-1986 Director, Strategic Technology Assessment, Pacific Bell, San Francisco, CA
1985 Visiting Professor, California Institute of Technology, Pasadena, CA

1981-83 Project Manager, Bank of America, San Francisco, CA

1977-1981 Biomedical Engineer and Chief of Technology Systems, Letterman Army Hospital and
Institute of Research, San Francisco, CA

1974-1977 Instructor, Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA
1972-1977 Research Scientist, Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA

1967-68 Laboratory Assistant, Applied Physics Laboratory, Austin, Texas

Selected Professional Activities

Commissioner for International Affairs, University Continuing Education Association; Board of Governors,
IEEE Communications Society; Education Director, IEEE Communications Society; Advisory Board,
Jasmine Networks, Inc.; Technical Advisory Board, Senvid Corp.; Technical Advisory Board, Gallion
Broadband Wireless, Corp.; Year 2000 IEEE Global Communications Conference Technical Program
Chairman; Member, Education Committee for IEEE Communications Society; Academic Advisory
Council for The Corporation for Educational Network Initiatives in California (CENIC); Scientific Advisory
Board, Swedish Institute of Computer Science and the Royal Institute of Technology; Editorial Board,
Internetwork Magazine; IEEE 1994 Global Communications Conference Technical Program Chairman;
Chairman, Bellcore Applied Research Advisory Committee; National Technological University
Management of Technology Industrial Executive Committee; Exchange Carriers Standards Association
International Relations Committee; University of Southern California Communication Sciences Institute
Advisory Board; University of California at Davis Department of Electrical Engineering Board of Advisors;
Vice Chairman, IEEE 1990 Global Communications Conference Executive Committee.

Selected Honors and Awards

Sloan Foundation Grant
to facilitate economic development in the state of Indiana through distance learning

Sloan Foundation Grant
to increase effectiveness of online learning through development of innovative
learning services

Finalist, Bangemann Global Challenge Prize
for innovative use of information technology education



Sloan Foundation Grant
to develop and implement an on-line degree program in telecommunications

US Distance Learning Association Annual Award
for “Most Significant Advancement in Research in the Field of Distance Learning

Sloan Foundation Grant
to develop an asynchronous distance education network and service

Department of the Army Commendation
for computer systems development

Muscular Dystrophy Association Fellowship

Delegate to IEEE-USSR Cooperative Program in Information Sciences (Moscow)
NIH Postdoctoral Fellowship

NIH Biomedical Traineeship

Tau Beta Pi

University of Texas Engineering Fellow

NSF Undergraduate Research Fellowship
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